
technology and advice the Feder-
ation will be able to provide. The
ancient ways of Peladon have held
Peladon back. and caused no less
than war in the past. Peladon has to

stop looking to the past and instead
head towards a blighter future with-
in the Federation. As 'With Britain,
both sides bad considerable support
which, unlike Britain, leads to a civil
war.

Can we take the analogy further-
I believe we call. TIle position of the
Ice Warriors 'Withinthe federation is
similar to that of the Germans in the
real world. Both are seen, as in the
Doctor's words: "a savage and war-
like race." However, they have both
turned their backs upon their old
militaristicways and become peace-
ful races. The Doctor's mistrust of

.the Ice Warriors at the start of the
story echoes the British public's
views of West Germany. like us, his
memory of the race is affected by his
last meeting (71Je Seeds of Death),
where they had been seen to mass-
acre everything in sight.

Also,some of the workings of the
Federation's structure mirror the
EEC's mechanism. For example, the
assessment committee on Peladon
has to have a unanimous vote to in-
tervene in the affairs of Peladon.
Similarly. the council of ministers in
the EC operated on the same voting
system. Some of the other parts of
the Federation system parallel other
inter-goven iment organisations, such
as the United Nations. For instance.
there is talk of a Federation Charter
which disapproves of intervention in
other countries internal matters. TI1is
is clearly an instance of Doctor Who
working on a number of various le-
vels. TIle story is not just concerned
about the merits of EC membership
even though the Doctor gives a very
Pro-European view.

Brian Hayles uses the EEC issue
as a backdrop to his adventure. A
point of reference with which to at-
tract adult viewers who can raise a
smile at the analogy. TI1ismakes 71Je
Curse Of Peladon into one of my fa-
vourite stories, tuming it from a p0-
tentially mediocre adventure into a
little gem. [Cwse receives his bles-
sing' - EdJ

P~nTlUH'~ ~UnOp~nNnDnNTUn~
Any good piece of sdence fiction/
fantasy says more about the age in
which it was written, rather than
about when it was set. Doctor Wbo
is no exception. TI1iswas particular-
ly noticeable during the Perrwee era.
I've noted at least six themes which
reflect the time itwas made.

Firstly the early 1970's was the
time ecological issues first entered
the political agenda, these concems
were mirrored in stories such as In-
ferno, 71JeGreen Death, and 71JeIn-
vasion of tbe Dinosaurs.

Secondly it was the end of the
BritishEmpire, and fears arose about
the ex-colonies such as South Africa
and Rhodesia. These issues are con-
sidered in Colony in Space, Carniial
of Monsters and The Mutants.

Thirdly, after Enoch Powell's
"River's of Blood" speech in 1968,
racism and immigration questions
were raised, as seen in The Silu-
rians, The Sea Devils and Ambassa-
dors of Death.

Fourthly it was an age which
marked the crossing over from the
Cold War, and references were seen
in 71Je.VIind of Eal, Day of the Da-
/eks and Frontier in Space. Also 71Je
Time Warrior had a striking parallel
to tile superpowers' policy of sup-
plying modem technological ad-
vanced weapons to the third world.

TI1is brings us to the two stories
Bri.111Hayles wrote for tile Lens/
Dicks period of the show, Curse of
Peladon; and Monster of Peladon.

It has gone down in the folklore
of the show tint Monster was an
analogy of tile miners' strike of 1972
(and it was fortuitous to be shown
during the 1974 dispute). However,
Curse has never to my knowledge
been noted as having a very similar
theme to that of the British applica-
tion for membership to me Euro-
pean Economic Community (EEC).
With the release of this story on
video in August, it seems an oppor-
tune time to reassess this tale.

The EEC was set up in 1957 by
the treaty of Rome. Britain was not
one of the orizinal members. For a
variety of reasons, the UK changed

its mind and applied to join in both
1963 and 1967. Both requests were
scuppered by President De Gaulle of
France. By 1970, De Gaulle was
dead. and a conservative govern-
ment under Edward Heath was
elected. 'Withone of its main propo-
sals being entry into the EEC. The
next few years saw Britain debating
the merits of EECmembership.

The Euro-Supporters' argument
was that the UK had fallen behind
Europe economically and that it was
isolated from the continent. The
Anti-Europeans believed that Britain
would lose sovereignty and control
of its own affairs to the EC commis-
sion. It was in this political atrnos-
phere that 71Je Curse of Peiadon
was written. There is a large resem-
blance between Britain of that time
and Peladon, A noble, but techno-
logica.llybackward kingdom applies
to join the in!ergalactic organisation
known as "The Federation" [Ab- this
is where tile Blake's 7 crossover was
- EdJ, to integrate itself into the uni-
versal community and improve its
economic position. Whilst the Feder-
ation assesses whether Peladon is
ready to join the body. The debates
'WithinBritain at the time are repre-
sented most clearly by Hepesh and
the Doctor.

Hepesh was one of the most
sympathetic of Doctor W7Jo'svillains.
His argument paralleled the
Euro-Sceptics view. The Federation
would exploit and corrupt Peladon.
Its people would be put into slavery,
Furthermore, the past would be
swept away. and everything of value
would be lost. In short, Peladon
would lose its power of self deterrni-
nation, its culture and its identity to
tile Federation. A classical sover-
eignty assertist, Hepesh would
prefer to have separate agreements
with the other planets, such as Arctu-
rus, mirroring me Anti-European
view of relations 'With other
countries, such as the USA

The other side of the debate is
put forward by both the Doctor and
King Peladon, TIle Federation will
give Peladon a chance to rise from
its "barbarism" through tile

MJ. RiJson


