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Why is that epoch-making Doctor Who story, The Daemons, called The Daemons, when there's only one Daemon in it?

There are a fair few annoying things about The Daemons. devices and, of course, the church (together with the Satanists'
Stupid characters, for instance - like that geeky electronics expert cave) blows up at the end.
with soot all over his face, or the Coven, who really need some
chanting lessons, unless of course they are supposed to be
representatives of poor, crap humanity totally taken in by the
Master and his backwards nursery rhymes. Need I mention Wally
Stead the Cowman and his maypole? Maybe the scene would
have been better if he really was half cow, half man. The story
seems to take it for granted that the planet Earth is a really awful
place, and any intergalactic super creature in its right mind
wouldn't think twice about demolishing it as a monstrous
carbuncle on an otherwise pretty part of the galaxy. The
Brigadier reaches his nadir, while Pertwee marches around
putting people down and behaving with the kind of arrogance
which he is often criticised for but shows only occasionally -
such as here. There's the view it takes of religion. And then
there's giving the Master a cliff-hanger, and the ending... But
even after all these capital offences, I still suspect that the real
reason I don't like the five-episode televised story very much is
that Barry Letts' novelisation is so much better. It has very cool
pictures in it, too. Though it could also be that I just got fed up
with the landlord of the Blue Boar in
Aldbourne, who won't shut up about
the day the BBC came to the village.
On the other hand, he does a
cracking ham salad and chips.

At least the last part of the above is surely right. And the
Master must qualify as a daemon - he thinks of himself as a
creature as powerful as Azal, at least until he gets told off for it.
He also wants to take over the Earth, allegedly for its own good.
The Doctor, on the other hand, refuses the offer of a daemon's
power. The maxim that all power corrupts is pretty strongly
implied, but the only explanation of the Doctor's refusal
contained within what he actually says is his accusation that the
influence of the Daemons has only given childish, irresponsible
humanity bigger and better bombs (when in fact, earlier in the
story, he states that they also got rid of Neanderthal Man and
therefore allowed Homo Sapiens to develop).

The Doctor is let off pretty easily, both literally, in the sense
that Azal doesn't get the chance to fry him, and ideologically too.
Whether he likes it or not, the Doctor is a daemon with a
daemon's responsibilities. He is an intermediate being between
humanity and the ruling council of the Time Lords (who don't get
involved themselves, like Epicurean deities), and he has been

I" ,~~~ sent to Earth to help mankind, Miss
l!1. "'~!'i,.. •Hawthorne says that Azal's name

reminds her of the name of the fallen
angel - 'and the Doctor, exiled to
Earth, is one of these too, clipped
wings and all. When he shows the
UNIT people how to turn a funky new
bit of equipment' into a (sort of)
weapon, he is behaving daemonically,
but pretty often the third Doctor tries
not to get involved at all. In Inferno,
for instance, he is a peripheral figure,
not really pressing Stahlman - by the
time he discovers the consequences of
his non-intervention in the alternate
universe, it is too late for his own
Stahlrnan, and many others besides.
Or what about his trip to Metebelis
Three in The Green Death? On the
other hand, when forced to interact
with a situation, he starts to enjoy

himself, such as in The Curse of Peladon for instance ("Come
on," says Jo, "you love that Chairman Delegate stuff'), though at
the end of this story he realises he has been suckered into being a
daemon for the Time Lords again.

One reason why The Daemons
might have the name it has could be
that someone was trying to make it
sound more impressive, a bit like
calling your feature film Alaric the
Visigoth and His Countless Hordes
Pillage the Great City of Rome when
you've only got five actors and a
thirty quid sets budget. I don't think
that stands up. From time to time the
narrative does dwell on the legacy of
the Daemons as a race, but neither
the Doctor nor anyone else is ever in
any doubt that they are dealing with
just a single creature. So, could the
reason for the plural title be because other characters in the story
are meant to be, in some sense, daemons as well? Now,
according to Mat, the original meaning of the Greek word ~(LIIJ.WJJ

(daimon) is a creature that is neither man, nor god, but
somewhere in between, not unlike an angel, in fact, if you take as
representative of general Greek belief the idea in Plato's
Symposium that daemons are responsible for communication
between Heaven and Earth. Phew.

There are only two candidates for other daemons in the story:
the Master and the Doctor. In fact, if you follow the implications
of the original meaning of the key word then these two have
more right to be called Daemons than Azal - because they are an
intermediate stage between the story's Supreme Being and the
mere mortals. They are the only ones who can summon up the
courage to speak to Azal; no human can do it, until of course the
final scene in the cavern, when Jo, patronised and insulted at
least as much as the rest of humanity the whole way through the
story, bypasses the Doctor and the Master, looks Azal in the eye,
and does something genuinely noble. Everyone had told Azal that
humans were really crap - he is so shocked to find one of them
doing something halfway impressive that his head blows clean
off Is, then, The Daemons a Third Age of Mankind' story (as
JMS would put it): a tale in which humanity argues the divine out
of existence on the basis that it can look after itself? The Doctor
does argue that the Daemon should leave humanity to its own

The third Doctor has been given a responsibility which the
first two never had. Granted, they tried to help (though the first
Doctor left 'history' alone), but the results of their interventions
were almost always confined within the stand-alone story. The
third Doctor has to do more - his punishment for getting
involved only when he feels like it is to be forced to be involved
at all times. He doesn't want to be a daemon, but he quite
explicitly uses science to look like magic (the illustration of the
remote-controlled Bessie works both ways), often treats people
as his inferiors and expects them to do as they're told. Like it or
not, he is a daemon. But he doesn't believe daemons should be
left to dominate (or be responsible for) one planet.

And while we're on the subject, why can't we leave the
Pertwee era alone? It's probably the thematic unity. Try finding
any of that with Davison...

M.Khan

I A Mark IV A Condenser Unit to be precise: that's a bloody great
capacitor for those of us who weren't born in the good old days,


