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Jhis article be¢an as a re-
examination of /he Jrial Of A Jime lord a

deeade after its trapsmission. —However,
after a while, | realised that mueh of what |
was saying had been said better before.

therefore deeided to look at the Jrial from
another  perspective, and examine the
copsequenees of the Doctor's experienees
of that time within the eontext of the Doelor
Who universe. fs a result, | shall be using

some of Virgins Mew and /lissipg
Jdveplures, and shall be treatind them as
eanonieal. | make no apology for this; ip this
decade, Virgip has made a far greater
eontribution to the eontinuing saga of Doelor
Who than the BBC, or even Philip Segal

Jhe aspeet of the Trial whieh
Will lead to the greatest need for exegesis
must be the nature of the Valeyard. The



dissolution and reformation of the High
Couneil and erisis on (allifrey take seeond
place to this. After all. the oeeasions o
whieh we see (allifrey are few; we oply
hear of matters op the planet via the
Keeper of the [Matrix in /rial Furthermore,
decadence on (allifrey is not a new story,
but has beep floating around sinee [he
Deadly fAssassip. far more immediate to us
is the plight of the Doetor, as he is faced
with his nemesis, deseribed eryptieally by
the Master as:

.. amalgamatiop of your darker
side, somewhere between your twelfth and
final regeneration.

What are we to make of
this? The Valeyard is one of the Doctor’s
future selues, but not an aetual regenerated
Doctor. He is ‘somewhere between, like

the W ateher in logopolis or Cho-je in Plapet
Of [he Spiders. who is a projected form of
KAnpo's next regeneration. This raises the
question that if the Valeyard is a projection,
or part of a possible future, must he eome
about, or eanp the Doetor, with this
knowledge of what his future may be,
change it? After all, the Doetor's Time lgrd
pature has enabled him to break time loops
and ehange history before, in eases sueh as
Day of the Daleks. where beinds with a
less developed time sense simply beecame
caught up ip it [Most writers sinee /ria/
have taken the view that by altering his
present actions the Doetor eap indeed
change his future, despite the ipherent time
paradox this would ereate; if the Doetor
used his knowledge of the Valeyard to avert
his ereation, how would he daip his
knowledge of his darker side? [he initial

plap for the Valeyard, that he would be very
defipitely the Doetor's fipal ~inearnation,
desperate to eontinue his own life (mueh as
the [Master is ip many of his later stories)
makes rather more sepse. At apy rate it
avoids the need for projections and
aternative futures. But we must live with
the broadeast version.

[he  ehief paradox the
existenee of the Valeyard creates is the
question of how, evep assuming that
regenerations are ftrapsferable from one
Jime lgrd to another, the Valeyard eould be
given the Doetors remaiping seven
regenerations when, as a version of the
Doctor's  future — self, these are
regenerations he has already had.  Any
attempt to Kill the Doetor, his past self,
would surely wipe out the Valeyard as well.
Ap attempt whieh has been made to explain
this is that the Valeyard does not want the
Doctor's regenerations as sueh, but rather
wants the opportupity to influenee the
Doctor's future regenerations in order to be
sure that he, the Valeyard, is let out of the
Doetor’s subeonseious at some point i the
future in order to ipherit a stable body, not a
projeetion. The question of a repewable
regenerative eyele has been an issue ever
sinee /pe five Doelors, i whieh Borusa
offers the [Master, by this time using the
body of the Jrakenite Jremas, a ‘eomplete
new life eyele of regenerations. It is
unelear whether Borusa eould actually have
lived up to his promise; he may have been
lying to gaip the [Master's assistanee. In the
same story the Doetor eclaims that
immortality is ‘impossible, even for a Jime
lord. Borusa’s need for Rassilon to grant
him immortality does seem to bely his
claim to be able to ¢rant a new regenerative
eyele. In Airst froplier, however, a few



Adveplure by Davis [Tacltee, the Doctor's
claim from /e Deady Assassip that there
are worlds out there where all this
(allifreian teehnology would be nothing

but antiquated rubbish is bourne out. Ip this
story, a powerful raee kpown as the Jzup
sueeeed i purifying the [Master's body of
both Kitling and Trakenite DNA and restoring
his Time lgrd heritage, proof of whieh is
given later in the story when, after being
shot by Aee, he sueeeeds in regenerating.
Ppparently, then, a new regenerative eyele is
possible, though presumably not without its
risks (and we should bear in mind that by
the time of £pemy Withip the [Master has
onee again wasted all his lives). This is

not partieularly surprising if we aeeept the
view of [Tare Platt ip (ats (radle: Jimes
(Tueible, adopted by lanee Parkin in (o
Fusiop. that sinee the time of Rassilop all
Jime lords have been genetieally engineered
from the loom. The Valeyard, however,
seems not to have aeeess to sueh denetie

engineering.

The Doetor's dilemma iy the
stories  following /ria/ is how to avoid
becoming the Valeyard. Ip Steve lyons’
Jime of Your [ffe. set immediately after the
Jrial (ip the Doetor’s timeline, apyway, and
so without [Tel) the Doctor is pressed by
the Celestial Intervention Ageney to eonduct
ap  investigation into  unauthorized
timeseooping for them, but refuses to act
for several months on the basis that any
aetion he might take eould set ip motion a
chain of events whieh would bring the
Valeyard into being. To eseape this fate he
becomes a hermit (again) but by the end of
the story has realized that his delay has ip
fact eost several people their lives. In the
/Mlissipg Adveplure. Hillipg Groupd. written
(again by lyons) to follow Jime of Your [fe

the Doetor finally resolves that, Tm still the
Doctor..whether [ like it or not! (/T lyons

apparently likes /pe Jwip Dilern/mnd).

Perhaps  the
examination of the Doetor’s relationship with
his darker side, however, eomes in (rai¢

g)reatest

Hintons  exeellent  /Tissipg  Adveplure,
/Tillepial Rites, whieh was published in the
same month as Steve lyons' fNew Adveplure.
Head Games, whieh also has its points to
make. /Tilepial Rites immediately admits its
Jrial eonnection by plaeing an image of a
mean looking (olip Baker ip the Valeyard's
costume on the eover. Jhe story is about



trapsformations: whether of PCs into eloth.
computer nerds into Houpds of the
Baskervilles, or [Mel into ap all powerful
ruler. But the most terrifyind ehange of all
is the Doetor's trapsformation into the
Valeyard, as his eharacteristic coat darkens
and beeomes the Valeyards robes, anpd at
one poipt the Valeyard uses the Doetor’s
regenerative powers to affeet a temporary
physical  trapsformation. The  Doetor
eventually eomes to the conelusion that he
has two Valeyards to contend with; the one
he met at his trial, from a possible future,
and one ereated of the fears i his own
mind. It is this seeond, self ereated
Valeyard with whieh the Doctor coptends in
/illepial Rites, and with whieh he is still
coneerned in lawrence [Niles' (Yristmas op
a Katiopal Planet

Tue ¢iven the Valeyard
enough opportunities to eseape already.

Of eourse, the Doetor's worry
must be that the seeond Valeyard wil
become the first, gaiging  physieal
manifestation, and we must begin to wonder
to what lengths he will ¢o to avoid this
happening.  logieally, ,7)illepial Rites must
happen relatively close to the Doetor’s sixth
regeneration: he has met [Tel, they have
dealt with the Vervoids. We should
recognise the length of the Doetor's
lifespan; for all we know decades pass
between the end of /rial and the beginning
of Jime apd the kapi The Doetor is quite
capable of leaving his eompanions i a ‘safe
place and doing some travelling on his own
(a8 i the New Adveplures, Birthright and
leeberg) but by the time of Hintops story
the end of the sixth Doetor's life must be
near. This makes the optimistic seene by
the Thames at the end of the novel

peeuliarly ironie. Despite his belief that his
dark side has been bapished apd that he
himself is a stable ipearnation, we may
realize that the sixth Doetor is livipg on
borrowed time. The fareieal pature of his
regeneration is highlighted in fead (ames
when Bernice and [Tl discuss the Doetor's
last ehange;

Tve eome to thik of him as
ipuulnerable. Yet you saw him die  ope of
him at least. How did it happen?

LWell, he fell over and
banged his head on the TARDIS eonsole.

Jhe question of how sueh a
mundane event eould trigger a regeneration
leads to some interesting implieations. \/as
it simply a jolt to the Doetor's braip
ehemistry that produeed the seventh Doetor,
who has become the self styled Time's
Champion’ by the time of the Mew
JAdveplures, or were darker forees at
work? The seventh Doetor has a tendeney
to use time travel to fix things for himself.
A exeellent example of this ean be found in
Decalog 3  (opsequepees, i whieh the
Doctor alters the entire personal history of
an individual in order to borrow a library
book. Given this Kind of meddling, is it too
far fetehed to wonder whether the seventh
Doetor eaused his own ereation? Ip the
Doetor Who Appreeiation Soeiety’s fietion
magazine, (vsmie /Tlasque. a story by Paul
Cornell, e Aspes Of Qur falpers. was
published i whieh the seventh Doctor links
his TARDIS with that of his predecessor and
explains that the eontinued existenee of the
sixth Doetor risks the ereation of the
Valeyard.  The sixth inearnation willingly
gives up his life to avoid this, as his
sueeessor programs the JARDIS to begin



the sequenee whieh will eause it. in eoneert
with the Rapis interferenee. to erash op
lakertia. This  explapatiop  for the
regeneration has, to my mind, beep
supereeded by fHead Games in whieh, thanks
to the influenee of the land of Fietion, the
Sixth Doetor is able to eonfront the Seventh.
ere the implieation is that the Doetor
caused his  regeneration at  some
subeonscious level: that the Seventh Doetor,
waiting to be born, ousted the Sixth. The
Sixth Doetor, ip this eonfrontation, is very
clear that his life was takep from him;
unlike in the (vsmie /Tasque story, he was
not a willing partieipant in his own demise.
And the Seventh Doetor's elaim that the
change was necessary because his
predecessor was unpstable’ apd risked
ereating the Valeyard seems unlikely. long
before the end of his tepure the Sixth
Doctor was showing none of the arguably
upstable’ eharacteristics of  The Twip
Dilemma. He was always flamboyant and
eceentrie beyond the auspiees of any other
Doctor, but hardly upstable. The Seventh
Doctor himself surely risks the inearnation
of the Valeyard more thap the Sixth ever
did, a point whieh the Seventh Doctor’s past
self makes i their fietional eonfrontation.
He has performed aetions of whieh his
previous manifestations would have been
ineapable: manipulating fee in /he (urse of
Feprie  and  Ghost  [ght  manipulating
everybody in the Mew Adveptures Killind
legion in eold blood iy Decei?), wiping out a
solar system i) /he At and destroying
whole universes i Blood Heal and (old
fusiop.  He would argue that he was
justified, of eourse, but the fifth Doetor is
not eonuineed of this i (okd fusiop. and
indeed the seventh Doetor's methods brind
to mind one of his past selves™ adages: the

end never justifies the means.
says in Head (ames.

Ps [Mel

The Doctor | first kpew was
a lot more human thap you. He eared for
people!

And the Seventh Doctor's
reply:

He was halfway to beeoming
the Valeyard. He almost Killed you , here op
Earth, at Canary Wharf Tower ip 1999. He
would have saerifieed you to save his own
soull

Having read both /7)ilepial
Rites and many other New Adveplures, it is
diffieult to eredit the Seventh Doctor's
dismissive approaeh to his former self’s
misdemeanours.



By the time of £pemy Withip
the Seventh Doetor seems to be more like
his initial self from season twenty four and
twenty five thap the tortured individual of
the pew Adveplures. I the remaining few
months before its lieense expires, lﬁr@il)
Books is going to have to show a transition
towards this, i) order to have some
consisteney. This has already begun in Kate
Orman's [he Room with Mo Doors, iy whieh
the epopymous room is a prison for the
Seventh Doetor being prepared in his mind
by the latent personalities of his former
selves, just as he imprisoned the Sixth
Doetor. Ip this novel, the Doetor makes it
very elear that he eonsiders himself
separate from the person he will be after
his impending regeperation. 't wont be
me, he says. This is eonsistent with the
Doctor’s reaction to his other selves in /he
[bree, five. and [wo Doglors. Furthermore,
i /he Room with Mo Doors, the Doetor
resolues to absolve himself from the self
imposed role of Time’s Champion’ a elear
shift towards the Doetor of £pemy Withip.
He even decides that he no longer needs to
hold ecaptive the remnants of his Sixth
personality within his mind as he prepares
to start anew; there is even a seene of
death and resurrection for the novel whieh,

thoush perhaps rather heavy on the

symbolism. does its job of preparing him
for a return to his more ippoeent. travelling
ways.  Nevertheless, can the Doetor ever
truly banish the Valeyard? He surely eapnot
prevent himself from &ipkipg dark thoughts.,
and it is from his subeonsciousness that the
Valeyard will one day emerge. if he
emerges at all.

Al Harrison




